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*No means no 
eOnly "Yes" means "yes" 


e The need for 
Communicative Acts 


¢ Types of 
Communicative Acts 
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els it enough? 
*Can you “say no” without 
words? 


¢And when you say 
nothing? What does it 
mean? 

els it always possible to 
Say no? 


DECI \S DAE! 
UNIVERSIDADE DO 


DE CRE p r = ~<a y heaeee Funded by 
a in BARCELONA 2 = an € £ ct para eancia (ab Faattad iS AEB Seems the European Union 


NO 
MEANs 
NO 


*Can | “say yes” without 
words? 

¢Do | have to ask for a 
“verbal yes” constantly? 
«What about the 
“coerced yes”? 
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Psychology related to areas such as gender, language, education and violence has 
provided scientific knowledge that contributes to reducing coercive social relationships, 
and to expanding freedom in saxual-affective relationships. Nonetheless, today there 
aré new challenges that require additional developments. In the area of consent, 
professionals from different fields, such as law, gender, and education, are in need 
of evidence differentiating human communication that produces consent, and those 
conditions that coerce. Up to now, consent has been focused on verbal language, for 
example, “no mears no,” or “anything less than yes is no.” Despite the fact that focusing 
consent on verbal language is a very important part of thd yebjsn/fdek org/eO. 117 7/11033088231198600 aims to shed light on the theory and metho- 


OPEN ACCESS most of the issues currently raised, lke the famous case of “La Manada” in Spain. This ed 18-25 to be engaged in a scientific dialogue 
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Scientific research increasingly underlines the importance of a community science focus in 
research. It explains the importance of engaging young people in scientific research and the 
consequences of this in improving science. However, there is less literature addressing how 
ences research participants’ empowerment in 
and/or transforming current interactions they 
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Abstract 
Scientific evidence has established that sexual consent can be expressed with more 


Sexual Relationships in 
Young Women 


Ana Vidu Gema Tomas Martinez 
Universidad de Deusto Universidad de Deusto 


Abstract 
The gang rape case that occurred in Spain during a 2016 famous festival placed the 
trial against its live aggressors on an unprecedented media and social scale in Spain. 


than only speech acts. Moreover, scientific analysis of other elements beyond Elena Duque', Marifa Salceda?, The court that ruled for sexual abuse and not for rape sparked a huge and prompt 
speech acts reveals that coercion can be clearly indicated. Theories on communi- R c ampd adr6és-Cullell?. Gui ar io* social rejection of the current legislation. To overcome revictimization and give 
cative acts contribute to this debate, introducing three situations where these ele- oger ep ’ om t ler od voice to survivors, the consideration of consent has been raised. This new paradigm 
ments can occur: ones of physical. institutional, or interactive power. However. the and Lidia Puigvert-Mallart® has decply spread in socicly and social networks to the point that the Spanish 
public comments on these situations on social networks (Instagram, Twitter and government has expressed its interest in modifying the Criminal Code to base sexual 
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the comments and reactions made around the communicative acts that prevent or 
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conceived. This article analyzes the aggravating crime Lactors while basing consent 


Communicative 
Acts 


¢Other elements beyond the words 
"yes" or "no" must be taken into 
account. 


elt is necessary to introduce 
“communicative acts", i.e., not only 
what is said or the non-verbal 
language, but also the context in 
which interactions take place. 
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Verbal Acts Non verbal Acts 


Communicative 


Acts 


¢ “No means ¢ Non verbal cues 
No” ¢ Silence does not 
¢ “Only yes imply consent 
means yes” ¢ Threat overrides 
consent 
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¢ Verbal cues 

¢ Non Verbal cues 

* Social context of 
the interactions 

¢ Intention of the 
Speakers 

¢ Responsibility in 
communication 


Communicative Acts in Sexual Consent 


Free of Physical 


Physical Power 


power 
Institutional Free of Institutional 
Power power 


Free of Interactive 


Interactive Power 
Power 
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Power Communicative Acts 


° Physical Power: A person says “yes” to a sexual proposal under 
threat of a knife. 


° Institutional Power: A person who Is in a hierarchically superior 
position in a given context (in the workplace, academia, etc.) makes a 
proposal taking advantage of his or her position. 


An employer in a hiring interview proposes a date to a candidate with a non-verbal 
language that clearly indicates that his/her recruitment depends on his/her acceptance 
or not. 


° Interactive Power: A girl feels pressured after having previously 
refused on several occasions and finally gives in to the pressure of the 
context. 


If you push and push and push in the end... he who follows gets it. (...) It's not like that. 
The one who follows it, for your own security you say "Okay, well, that's it, I'll do it and 
thats el 0 V1 da it and thats it hut that doesn't mean that it’s because the other 
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is not going to be that ey have change their mind and sa y: "oh, yes, now | really want 


Identify and discuss this elements 


for the citations from the next 
e ta Pel exe No and Yes. Is there a Coercitive YES? 


° Identify communicative acts: verbal and non verbal 
discourse, context, intentions.. 


* Can you identify the coercive discourse? Where Is it coming 
from? 


° Identify physical, institutional and interactive power 


¢ What do you think the impact of coercion might be for each 
of the people involved in this case (girl, boy, friends 
present)? 


° Can you imagine a similar situation of coercion in a different 
context, such as a setting that is more familiar to you? 
Example: between adults, in a company setting, etc. Please, 
explain. 


¢ How could the influence of this coercive discourse in general 
be prevented or diminished? Which interactions can act in 
me gees How could it be le from the peer group 
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a ¢ Something that we talk about a lot between us Is 
Consent? At the Start, rons that | think that almost none of us remember 


Aboutit. Coercive ““*SEC “ee our first sexual relationship as something.... 


Discourse inthe arena Sage That is, most of us do not remember it as 
SRR Sree something pleasant for us, it was like a 


Sexual Relationships in 


Young Women procedure to go through, and it happens at that 
moment as it could have happened in another 
sec Sia ra moment and with another person.... Well, that Is a 


Roger Campdepadrés-Cullell?, Guiomar Merodio* 


aaa process that we enjoy rather O or even 
oe eae Gees negative as it has been for most of us. So we 


Extensive scientific evidence suggests that peer interactions influence sexual and 

affective relationships. Coercive discourse in some peer interactions has also been 7 

shown to adversely affect consent in those relationships. However, more research fal O nn t h a ve a dg O O d mM e mM O if Y a i a / / - 

is needed to understand how consent (or the lack of it) is internalized during 

life trajectories, specifically in the awakening of sexual relationships in young 

women. In the research project CONSENT framework, 36 women between 

18 and 25 years of age pctieagened in interviews and communicative groups. This 2 5 -yea r-O | d yo un 6) woma n 
article presents results related to the role of consent in their life trajectories, 
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peste eters Yes, cases of friends, cases of girls younger than me 
aay ses Pa who are somewhat under pressure, right? Or they 


Sociology, Univ jiversity of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 


Corerpnding tor feel less for not doing it, and then they end up 


Lidia Puigvert-Mallart, Department of Sociology, University of Barcelona, Office 12-13. Ed. Llevant, 
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Original Article 
Consent? At the Start, are 
You Do Not Even Think _ peers 
About It. Coercive ' Bot told 1093080031198600 
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Awakening of Affective— 
Sexual Relationships in 
Young Women 


Elena Duque’, Marifa Salceda?, 
Roger Campdepadrés-Cullell?, Guiomar Merodio* 
and Lidia Puigvert-Mallart® 


Abstract 

Extensive scientific evidence suggests that peer interactions influence sexual and 
affective relationships. Coercive discourse in some peer interactions has also been 
shown to adversely affect consent in those relationships. However, more research 
is needed to understand how consent (or the lack of it) is internalized during 
life trajectories, specifically in the awakening of sexual relationships in young 
women. In the research project CONSENT framework, 36 women between 
18 and 25 years of age participated in interviews and communicative groups. This 
article presents results related to the role of consent in their life trajectories, 
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° | didn’t think I would give or take consent 


because | had a lot of pressure to make 
boys like me. (...) | had to be a porn actress 
on demand with the boy | was hooking up. And 
| also felt very validated about that, and Il 
even preferred to feel a lot of physical 
pain just to please the other person, and 
I did not consider that.... So | was more 
compensated by the approval of the 
other person, being sexy ... being liked ... 
than my physical and emotional well- 
being 


24-year-old young woman 


a 


oF @® 
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- 
Qyeee'-) ¢ No, that’s completely tough. | think that if you 
already get into It, it’s like, if you already put yourself 
oi — in the lion’s den, then | guess you just go along, 
Cae ite at saivieieeie inti cate iat right? But because you already Know it’s going to go 
that way, you know? And you don't really give in. 
Because you already know what’s coming. But yeah, 
when you're already there, | mean, even in the car... 
It’s really hard to say no. Yes, it’s true. At some point, 
you feel indirectly pressured, you Know, but It’s like... 
| don’t know, I’m already here, right? 


Communicative daily life story. Young woman, aged 20. 
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¢ / think that’s what it is, that when you give in to j 

something like going to the car or going 

upstairs... you know that 90% Is going to be for... 

for that and | think you are already a bit aware that 

OE _ | you know what you are getting into. That obviously 

sei evdence on sonal consent _ you can say NO at any time and that’s fine 
Pera Du! Ps ater Sura acon aa & Bs Ort because you decide what you do, right? But really 
indirectly it’s like: wow, I’m already in here, right? 
(...) you feel a bit of social pressure to say: “well, 
since I’m here”... Or really when it’s time to have 
the first relationships: yes... well... I'll have it... And 
that’s it. Even though I’m not very interested in 
that person either. But it is true that there Is also 
indirectly a social pressure to say: well... | do it and 
that’s It. 
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Be cative daily life story. Young woman, aged 20. 
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Qo’) a | think the most critical moment might \ 


be the first time, when you lose your 
virginity (...) because you feel more 
pressure (...) You feel that pressure 
Contributions of young people in dialogue with from your friends asking you... like, 
scientific evidence on sexual consent f 5 

when are you going to do this and 

that... when did you do this... They want 
Sct eserchincensely unensthe mpatace of» conmanty sine focus in you to tell them everything... because it 
: sepeamaata happened to me the first time... (...) Yes. 
And if nothing happens, It’s like... | 
don’t know how to express it... It’s like 
you’re a shame! It’s either a shame for 
you or wow... she rejected you... | don’t 
know... (...) And yes, | did feel that 
pressure of saying, oh, she said no, 
this and that... and then, after 2s, it’s like: 
“Come on, now try with her!” (...) And yes, 
BA icine WOUld say, “Well... you should 
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were with her you could have done 


ore scientific articles 
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Do People Comment on Social Networks About Sexual 
Consent in TV Series? Rethinking Consent (or not) in Real 
Situations: Contributions from Debates in Social Media 
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Abstract 

Scientific evidence has established that sexual consent can be expressed with more 
than only speech acts. Moreover, scientific analysis of other elements beyond 
speech acts reveals that coercion can be clearly indicated. Theories on communi- 
cative acts contribute to this debate, introducing three situations where these ele- 
ments can occur: ones of physical, institutional, or interactive power. However, the 
public comments on these situations on social networks (Instagram. Twitter and 
Reddit) has not been analysed before. Within the framework of the Spanish com- 
petitive project Consent (PID2019-110466RB-100), we conducted a novel study on 
the comments and reactions made around the communicative acts that prevent or 
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The Affirmative “Yes”. Sexual 
Offense Based on Consent 


Gema Tomas Martinez 
Universidad de Deusto 


Ana Vidu 
Universidad de Deusto 


Abstract 


Phe gang rape case that occurred in Spain during a 2016 famous festival placed the 


trial against its live aggressors on an unprecedented media and social scale in Spain. 
The court that ruled for sexual abuse and not for rape sparked a huge and prompt 
social rejection of the current legislation. To overcome revictimization and give 
voice to survivors, the consideration of consent has been raised. This new paradigm 
has deeply spread in socicly and social networks to the point that the Spanish 
gvovermment has expressed its interest in modifying the Criminal Code to base sexual 
crimes on consent. In our duty to provide scientific knowledge for this issue, this 


winger ig : : OPEN ACCESS 
article frames the debate on sexual harassment and focuses on the crime against 
sexual freedom and the context under which consent can neither be asked for nor remaaail 


conceived. This article analyzes the aggravaling crime factors while basing consent : ; 


doi: 10.17583/mcs.2019.37 
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Contributions From Psychology to 
Effectively Use, and Achieving Sexual 
Consent 


Ramon Flecha', Gema Tomas? and Ana Vidu?" 


' Department of Sociology, University of Barcelona, Barcalona, Spain, ? School of Law, University of Deusto, Bilbao, Spain 


Psychology related to areas such as gender, language, education and violence has 
provided scientific knowledge that contributes to reducing coercive social relationships, 
and to expanding freedom in sexual-affective relationships. Nonetheless, today there 
are new challenges that require additional developments. In the area of consent, 
professionals from different fields, such as law, gender, and education, are in need 
of evidence differentiating human communication that produces consent, and those 
conditions that coerce. Up to now, consent has been focused on verbal language, for 
example, “no means no,” or “anything less than yes is no.” Despite the fact that focusing 
consent on verbal language is a very important part of the problem, it does not solve 
most of the issues currently raised, like the famous case of “La Manada” in Spain. This 
article presents the most recent results of a new line of research, which places the 
problem and the solution in communicative acts, not only in speech acts. Even though 
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lf you have more time... you can read and discuss (In Spanish) 
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El consentimiento afectivosexual 
y los actos comunicativos 

@ MAR 15,2023 @ HARKAITZ ZUBIRI 

El consentimiento se ha erigido como la 


referencia principal para distinguir q 


relacion afectivo-sexual libre y qué ' 


EVIDENCIAS 
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No unicamente es importante estas primeras 


Physical Education 


> 


relaciones; el cOmo las recordemos jugara un 


éTocarse o no tocarse en 
Educacion Fisica? 


papel crucial en como interpretaremos, 


elegiremos y... 
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éEs posible que para cierto alumnado el contacto 


https://periodicoeducacion.info/2024/02/23/la-primera-vez-im 


sea desagradable o que se sienta forzado a 


tener un contacto no... a 
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